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Scoping Session - Village of Kiryas Joel Annexation

MR- MLLER Good eveni ng.
| would |ike to wel cone everyone to
toni ght's scopi ng neeti ng. To start
our evening tonight we're going to
start with the Pl edge of All egi ance
led by Oficer Stagarano, who is a
Qul f War veteran of the U S. Arny.

(Pl edge of All egi ance.)

MR. M LLER Bef ore we get
started, there are four exits at the
rear of this room One on the right,
one on the left, two in the back.
There are al so restroons behind the

doubl e doors in the back.

My nane is TimMller; I'"ma

pr of essi onal pl anner. | " ve been

retained by the Village to prepare the

Generi c Environnental | npact

Statenment, and tonight I'Ill be

facilitating this neeting.
Before | get into the

protocol for tonight's session, |
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would like to introduce the Vill age
Mayor, who has a few words of wel cone.
M. Mayor.
MAYOR W EDER: Good eveni ng.
My nane i s Abraham W eder, nayor of
Kiryas Joel. On behalf of the Village
Trustees, M. Goldstein, M. Landau,
M. Reisman, M. Freund, and on behal f
of Monroe Town Board nenbers,
Supervi sor Dol es, M. MQade, M.
Bur ke and M. Col on, welcone to Kiryas
Joel . I thank you for taking the tine
to join us for this evening' s scoping
session. Also joining ne on the dais
is Village Adm nistrator, M.
Szegedi n, governnent rel ati ons
representative, M. Feldman, along
wth a team of professionals.
Tonight's encee, M. Mller,
an expert of SEQRA | aw, we'll
i ntroduce to you shortly. The purpose
of this voluntary session is to
recei ve public comments on the scope

of the input associated with the
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petition by honeowners in the Town of
Monroe to becone residents of the
Village. |In response to the
honeowners' petition, the Vill age
Board is serving as | ead agency. In
this capacity the board wll conduct
an environnental review on the inpact
of adding 164 acres to the Vill age of
Ki ryas Joel .

The Vill age Trustees and |
are pleased to host tonight's session
and listen to the comments of the
scope of this review | ook forward
to hear fromyou comments this
eveni ng. Thank you.

M. MIller, please introduce
the team and let's begin the session.

MR M LLER Thank you, M.
Mayor .

Wth me tonight is Fred
Wells, who is wwth ny conpany, Tim
MIller Associates. He'll be the
proj ect nanager for the EIS;, and

M chael Sterthous, who is with the | aw

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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firmof VWhitenan, Osterman & Hanna,
and they are advising the Village on
the SEQR nmatters.

By way of background, a
petition has been filed with the Town
of Monroe and the Village of Kiryas
Joel to annex approxinmately 164 acres
of land presently in the Town of
Monroe into the Village. This
petition was filed pursuant to New
York State General Municipal Law
There are several nmaps here that show
the |l ocation of the proposed parcels.
Onthis nmap it's the area in brown; on
this map it's the area in pink. The
purple is the Village of Kiryas Joel.
This is the Village of Monroe, the
Village of Harriman and the Town of
Monr oe.

The Village and Town's
consi deration of the annexation
petition is an action that's subj ect
to the requirenents of the New York

State Environnmental Quality Review

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Act, referred to as SEQRA. Under
SEQRA the Village will be the | ead
agency for this action. The Vill age
has adopted a positive decl arati on
requiring a Generic Environnent al

| npact Statenent, or GEIS. The Town
of Monroe is an invol ved agency and

t he only other decision nmaki ng body
involved in this action to annexati on.

The EIS is called generic
because the proposed acti on does not
i ncl ude any decision on site-specific
devel opnent proposal s.

Tonight's neeting is for the
express purpose of soliciting input to
finalize a draft scope for the generic
El' S, pursuant to Section 617.8 of
SEQR. This is a scoping session.

It's not a public hearing. A draft
scope has been prepared by the
Village's consultants and advi sors,
and copies are available in the back
of the room The draft scope is

basically the outline that will be
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used for preparation of the draft EIS.
That scope is al so posted online at
www. kj - seqra. conm 164acres. That site
w il actually have all docunents that
will be publicly filed in connection
with this proceedi ng, including the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment when
it's prepared.

There are signup sheets in
t he back of the room for anyone
wi shing to make a comments on the
scopi ng outl i ne. If you do wish to
speak, please be sure to get your nane
on one of those sign-up sheets. |If
you have witten comments, please be
sure to hand themto the stenographer
toni ght before you | eave.

The goal s of the scoping
nmeeting are to focus the environnental
studi es on potenti al adverse
envi ronnental i npacts that may occur
as a result of the annexation and to
elim nate consideration of those

i ssues that are irrel evant or
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nonsi gni fi cant. Scopi ng i s not

requi red under SEQR, but the Vill age
under st ands and appreci ates the
community's interest in the proposed
action and seeks input for addressing
potenti al environnental issues and
defining the analysis to be provided
in the inpact statenent.

The Draft Scoping Qutline
handed out tonight is |ike a table of
contents for the Generic EIS. The
pur pose of the neeting is to take your
comments on that outline to ascertain
if there's anything m ssing that
shoul d be further exam ned under
envi ronnent al | aw.

As you can see fromthe
Draft Scoping CQutline the docunment
Wil include a detail ed description of
t he proposed action, along with the
proj ection of the future devel opnent
and growh likely to take place in the
Village w thout the annexati on,

conpared to what m ght happen with the
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annexat i on. It has al ready been
identified in the scoping outline that
the EIS wll contain chapters on | and
use and zoni ng, denographics and
housi ng, econom cs, including tax
inplications to the school districts
with and w t hout annexati on. It wil
address community services, such as
police and fire protection, schools,
utilities, such as water and sewer
services, traffic and transportation
rel ated i npacts and natural and
cultural resources. The EI S docunent
will also set forth thresholds for
future reviews as individual

devel opnent proposals are advanced in
t he annexati on | ands.

After tonight's neeting
there will be a period to receive
witten coimments on this draft scope.
Those comments can be addressed to Tim
M1l er Associates. Qur address or
mai | i ng address is on the positive

decl arati on, and they shoul d be
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post mar ked no | ater than Septenber
30th. You can also email comments to
tim@inmml | erassoci ates.com And
pl ease i ndicate your nane and address
on any comments that are email ed.

Everyone toni ght that w shes
to speak will be given three m nutes.
Pl ease respect this tine. A
st enographer is present to record the
comments that are nade in the
m crophone. W wll start with a
representative of the applicant, and
then 1've got a list of other
speakers. It would be great if the
speakers could cone up as they are
called and sit in the seats in front,
just so we can keep this noving. The
first speaker wll be Steven Barshov,
second David Church, third Krista
Yacovone, fourth James Skoufis and
fifth John Furst.

Before we begin, | invite
everyone to follow a few guidelines to

hel p us manage toni ght's neeti ng.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Pl ease state your nanme and address
prior to maki ng your conmments. Pl ease
address your comments and questions to
me and the stenographer. This is not
a neeting tonight to answer questions
or respond to coment, rather solely
to gat her your input on the scoping
docunent . Pertinent questions or
comments will be added to the scoping
outline and addressed in the Generic
Envi ronnental | npact Statenment. This
is also not a hearing to di scuss
whet her you are for or against the
annexat i on.

After the DEI'S has been

accepted by the Village Board, it wll

be made avail able to the public. It
wll be posted on the Internet. A
formal public hearing will be held on

the GEI S and the annexati on petition,
and there will be an opportunity to
obtain further public input at that
time.

That being the case, kindly

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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restrict your comments to the scoping
outline and itens that you believe
shoul d be addressed in the GEI S t hat
are not covered in the draft scope.
The Village is commtted to an open
publ i c proceedi ng. Pl ease mnim ze
any comments or applause fromthe
floor, and be respectful in your
comments so these proceedi ngs nmay nove
forward in an open and civil manner.

| f sonebody has al ready offered
comrent on sonething that you intended
to speak on, please indicate that when
you cone to the m crophone. There's
no need to repeat comments already
made.

As noted before, there w il
be a stenographic record of everything
said tonight, and nothing wll be
m ssed. We'l|l close the scoping
meeti ng around 9: 30 and expect there
will be sufficient tine for everyone
to be heard. | f anyone does not get a

chance to speak toni ght because of

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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time constraints, we wll take witten
comments on the scope through

Sept enber 30th. A final scope wll be
presented to the Village Board early
in Cctober and a Draft EIS wll be
prepared accordi ngly.

So, with that | invite the
first speaker to present your
comrent s. M. Barshov.

MR. STEVEN BARSHOV: Good
eveni ng, everyone. It is a pleasure
to be here.

My nanme is Steven Barshov.
| amwith the law firmof Sive, Paget
& Riesel in Manhatt an. | represent
t he applicants who have petitioned the
Village of Kiryas Joel for annexation.

I|"m particularly happy to be
here toni ght because the Village did
not have to undertake this process of
public scoping. The environnental
revi ew process i s conplicated enough
as it is, and |l think it is incredibly

i nportant that the | ead agency here,

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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the Vill age Board, hear fromall the
st akehol ders that are potentially
interested in the process in order to
hear what they believe ought to be in
t he Environnental | npact Statenent.
The key thing here is that
no | ead agency has a corner on the
mar ket on wi sdom The | ead agency is
only going to do as good a job in the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent as the
scope of that Environnental | npact
Statenent is. It needs to be full; it
needs to be robust; it needs to deal
with all of the issues of potenti al
envi ronnental concern. And | say that
not just as a citizen of New York, not
just as a |lawer that does this
regularly, but froma selfish
per specti ve. | represent clients and
have applicants, and I want this
environnental review to be able to
w t hstand | egal scrutiny, should that
be necessary. If that's the case,

then it is going to have to be a full

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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and robust environnental review. As a
CGeneri c Environnental |npact Statenent
there will have to be a worst-case
devel opnent scenario created, and I
woul d hope that people woul d have

i nput regardi ng what that worst-case
devel opnent scenari o shoul d be.

If you don't provide input,
and you're interested in this process,
t hen pl ease don't conplain | ater when
sonmet hi ng was m ssed. Now i s your
time and it's very inportant that you
take the tine to advise the Vill age
Board what should be in the EI S I
was particularly happy to hear that
there would be witten comments that
woul d be solicited and heard and
obt ai ned by the | ead agency. | say
t hat because it's hard in three
m nutes for anyone to convey the
substance of what should be in the
El S. So | encourage those that are
interested to avail thensel ves of the

opportunity to put in witten comments

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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so that there can be again a robust
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent.

The only point that | would
make substantively is that | believe
t he Environnental | npact Statenent
shoul d al so anal yze t he potenti al
i mpacts of the full annexation that
was originally proposed. | say that
because |'ve already heard runors or
statenents to the effect that it would
be illegal segnentation if the | ead
agency did not consider the entire
annexation as it was originally
proposed. So at a m ni num ny comment
is that that should be considered as
an alternative in the environnmental
anal ysis, so that the claimcannot be
made that the Village Board, as | ead
agency, failed to consider all of the
potenti al environnental inpacts of the
annexat i on.

After this neeting is over
' m not going to go anywhere. | f

there are nenbers of the community --

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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sorry if it's not about scoping, but
if there are nenbers of any conmmunity
that would like to speak with ne, 1’
stay here as long as you'd like to in
order to neet nme and share your
t houghts with ne one nei ghbor to
anot her.
By the way, | live in
Haverstraw, so |I'm sort of your
nei ghbor, if you go over the hill.
MR. M LLER Thank you.
Davi d Church
MR. DAVI D CHURCH: Good
eveni ng. My nane is David Church; 1I'
t he Orange County Comm ssi oner of
Pl anni ng. ' m here on behal f of
County Executive Neuhaus.
I thank the Mayor,
Supervi sor, Trustees and Town Board
for holding what is i ndeed an option
of an inportant public scoping
sessi on. I did provide sone witten
comment s. |'"'mgoing to highlight in

my limted tinme some of those issues.

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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The County Executive has
asked ne to note up front that he wl|l
conti nue to advocate that the County
in New York State statute plays an
i nportant decision-nmaking role in
annexations. W had previously
i nqui red and expressed interest in
bei ng both | ead agency as well as an
i nvol ved party in this, and we accept
that's not possible at this tinme. Yet
we are going to pursue that further in
the legislature for future
consi der ati ons.

I have a set of comments,
sone of them are technical. ' ve
provided witten -- that in witing.
First and forenpst the County asks to
be formally recogni zed as an
i nterested party under SEQRA. Cur
direct interests relate to a broad
range of significant services we
provide the Village of Kiryas Joel
now, to its constituents and to its

| and holdings in the Village of the

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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proposed annexed area. These services
i nclude lands in Orange County Sewer
District 1 and Orange County Water
District 1. Oher services include a
broad range and extend fromtransit to
transportation to social and
recreation services. These services
can and should be item zed and

anal yzed for inpacts prior to any
deci si on on annexati on.

Additionally the SEQRA
revi ew shoul d i ncl ude expectations of
any servi ce decisions or adjustnents
the County or the County of O ange nay
need to nake. As such, please ensure
that all SEQRA and annexati on
docunents and public notices are
forwarded to ny departnent. And we
w Il coordinate with other County
agenci es.

Second, to repeat the first
speaker's note, we have a fundanent al
questi on regardi ng the origi nal

annexati on proposal, dated Decenber

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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23rd, which was proposed to annex 510
acres. Has that been w t hdrawn, or
are there actually two annexati on
proposals in play? As such, we wth
woul d second the notion that that
original one needs to be considered an
alternative in this process, and we
may reconmend a series of alternatives
to be consi dered.

Third, we had a set of
technical coments that |'ve provided
in witing.

And | astly, we raised a
question in the map nmaki ng exerci se
wth the annexation parcels, there
appear to be a set of islands or
| andl ocked parcels. W are curious if
t hat makes sense and the inplications
associ ated wth potential parcels
being in either the original or the
nore recent proposal to be literally
surrounded by Village | and renai ni ng
in the town.

| appreciate the tine,

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Mayor, Town Supervi sor, and thank you
for your attention in this matter.

MR. M LLER Thank you.

Kri sta Yacovone.

M5. KRI STA YACOVONE: Good
eveni ng. My nanme is Krista Yacovone,
and I|'man attorney with the law firm
of Zarin & Steinnetz; we represent
United Monroe, a citizen group
commtted to transparent and open
gover nnment .

Uni ted Monroe i s appearing
tonight with a full reservation of
their rights. I n maki ng these
comments tonight it does not consent
to a |l egal hearing.

The Village is illegally
seeking to segnent the proposed
annexation fromthe Vill age's broader
507 annexation petition, which has
been nentioned here tonight. This is
in violation of SEQRA. This 507-acre
annexation petition, which includes

all of the 164 acres in the newer

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988

21



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

Scoping Session - Village of Kiryas Joel Annexation

petition is a subject of an ongoi ng
| ead agency di spute and has yet to be
w t hdr awn. Undert aki ng a separate
envi ronnental review of the 164-acre
petition, while the environnent al
review of the 507-acre petition is
pendi ng, is not only inproper
seghent ati on under SEQRA but
constitutes and illegal effort to
evade DEC s jurisdiction to determ ne
the | ead agency status and an i nproper
effort to usurp the agency's status.
The Village's claimthat it
is only seeking the 164-acre petition
i s di si ngenuous. The scopi ng
docunents speak to the Vill age
purporting to study the 507-acre
petition as a "alternative"” to the
164-acre petition. The Village cannot
sweep a | ead agency di spute under the
rug by maintaining it wll reviewthe
507-acre petition's environnenta
i mpacts as part of the review of the

164-acre petition. Moreover, the

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Vil l age cannot give short shrift to
the analysis required for the 507-acre
petition for annexation by rel egating
it to the alternative section of the
ElIS for this 164-acre petition.

These proceedi ngs are
al ready replete with procedural
defects. The Vill age apparently
circulated its intent to serve as | ead
agency w t hout conpleting an EAF, in
vi ol ati on of SEQRA. Thi s invalidates
the Village's purported assunption of
| ead agency status and is synptomatic
of a rush to perform conplete revi ew

The scoping outline itself
is deficient under SEQRA. The scopi ng
outline, for exanple, discusses
t hreshol ds for future environnental
revi ews, but does not provide
potenti al devel opnent buil d- out
scenari os, nmaking this determ nati on
meani ngl ess.

It is particularly

i nappropriate in |light of the

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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Village's subm ssions to the State
Envi ronnental Facilities Corporation,
where it suggested that as part of the
annexation it m ght build out
according to the maxi mum density
permtted under the town zoni ng and

al so m ght explore potential rezoning
for increased density.

Furt hernore, nmany of the
significant environnental i npact areas
that typically conprise their own
section of EIS, such as stormaater
managenent, are wholly subsunmed w thin
Section F, and there are sone areas of
consi deration that have been excl uded
fromthe scoping outline altogether,
such as community character. The EI S
shoul d al so consider the Village's
failure to -- oh, sorry, one | ast
t hi ng.

The Vill age of Monroe wants
to make it clear that they do not take
issue with the Vill age residents

t hensel ves. They want to see changes

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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i n transparency and open gover nnent.
Uni ted Monroe wi shes to work together
Wth these systens to nove forward in
a sound, legally conpliant path.

Thank you very nmuch for the
opportunity to speak tonight.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER Qur next
speaker is Janes Skoufis.

MR JAMES SKOUFI S: Good
eveni ng, Mayor Weder, Village Board
menbers, Village Adm ni strator
Szegedi n, Town Boar d. My nanme is
Janmes Skoufis, and | represent the
99th District in the New York State
Assenbl y. | have a few comments about
t he SEQRA process specific to this
application.

Oficials in Kiryas Joe
have repeatedly enphasized that this
petition canme independently from
honeowners in a proposal to be
annexed, and the Village has no

control over it. One such i nstance

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988
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was in a July 17, 2014 photo news
article in which Adm ni strator
Szegedi n responds to a request to drop
t he annexati on bid by saying, quote,
"It is a condition we can not neet.
We are not the applicants; the
i ndi vi dual honeowners are.” If that
is the case ny questions are as
follows: One, a Decenber 5, 2004
Ti mes Heral d-Record article reads
"Kiryas Joel Adm nistrator Cedal ye
Szegedi n suggests the two sides can
avoid a legal battle by sitting down
and negoti ati ng which parcels Kiryas
Joel will annex." Wat parcels did
Village Adm nistrator Szegedin and the
Village of Kiryas Joel have in mnd to
annex at that tinme. And how did
Adm ni strator Szegedi n negoti ate an
annexation if petitions are organi zed
i ndependent of the Vill age, as
adm ni strator Szegedi n has all eged.

In a June 28th, 2007 Tines

Her al d- Record article Adm ni strat or
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Szegedin i s quoted as sayi ng, quote,
"There's always the possibility of
annexi ng nore |l and, but | don't see
that on any fast-tracking." Again,
what possi bl e annexati on was
Adm ni strator Szegedin referring to on
t hat date?

Third, on a Decenber 19,
2014 conference call with state
officials, the Village of Kiryas Joel
defends its water pipeline funding by
offering "The Vill age woul d charge new
residents as a result of annexation a
$25, 000 connection fee. This would
serve as a commtnent fromthose
residents to pay for the cost of the
pipeline.” Gven that the original
petition to annex 570 acres of Mbnroe
land into Kiryas Joel was submtted
ei ght days after that conference call
how did Village of Kiryas Joe
officials know of a petition if they
were not involved in its organi zation?

Fourth, in an email to
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United Monroe on July 10, 2014, again
Adm ni strator Szegedi n proposed
creating a new town or city of Kiryas
Joel with a new boundary created

t hrough annexation of Route 17. Once
nmore, if the Village of Kiryas Joe

pl ays no part in organi zing | ocal
annexation efforts, under what
authority does Adm ni strator Szegedin
or the Village of Kiryas Joel have to
propose this new set of boundaries
created by annexati on.

The answers to ny questions
| believe are obvious. The evidence
dati ng back ten years ago right up to
the current annexation petition
clearly points to a Vill age gover nnent
that not only supports so-call ed
i ndependent efforts to annex adj acent
|l ands into Kiryas Joel, but also
points to a Vill age governnment that
has orchestrated said efforts.

A ven that, you all, the

Mayor, Village Board and Vill age
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Adm ni strator, are in no position to

| ead an obj ective review and shoul d

i nstead w t hdraw your annexati on
petition or advise your
representatives to do so if you are
truly interested in peace and har nony.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR MLLER The next
speakers are Veroni ca Connolly and
Debr a Behri nger.

Again, | invite you to keep
your coments on the scoping outline
here tonight. This is not a public
heari ng about history. This is about
t he Environnental | npact Statenent,
and | invite you to participate in
this scoping session in a respectful
manner. Thank you.

MR. JOHN FURST: Good
eveni ng. My nanme is John Furst. ' m
an attorney at Catania, Mhon,
MIlligram & Rider. W are the

attorneys for the Town of Wodbury.
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So |I'm here speak on behal f of the
Town of Whodbury. Qur address is One
Corwi n Court, Newburgh, New York.
Thi s proposed SEQRA revi ew
for the 164-acre annexati on
constitutes classic segnentation,
because the Village and Town currently
al ready have the proposed 507-acre
annexati on proposal currently on the
table. Segnentation is clearly
defined in SEQRA regul ati ons as the
di vision of the environnental review
of an action so that the various
activities or stages are addressed as
t hough they were i ndependent,
unrel ated activities. The 164-acre
annexati on proposal does not reflect
t he scope and scal e of the current
initial 507-acre annexation proposal.
It's only a third of what was
originally proposed, and it's fully
i ncluded i n the 507-acre annexati on
request. Therefore, these two

proposals are clearly related. The
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SEQRA regul ations clearly state that
considering only part or a segnent of
an action is contrary to the intent of
SEQRA. Review ng the whole action is
an i nportant principle of SEQRA.

Al t hough the draft scope notes that a
507-acre annexation wll be anal yzed
as an alternative action, such

anal ysis will be insufficient and w |
not contain the necessary | evel of
detail. This is an obvious end run
around fromthe current SEQRA review
for the 507-acre annexati on and
attenpt to preenpt the DEC s | ead
agency choi ce.

This 164-acre petition
should actually be listed as the
alternative to the pendi ng 507-acre
SEQRA review with a detail ed SEQRA
anal ysis of both proposals. Thus the
SEQRA process, as well as this current
petition for the 164 acres, should be
stayed until the DEC chooses its | ead

agency wth respect to the 507-acre
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annexat i on.

Finally, we are not under
any authority under the New York State
Muni ci pal Annexati on Law, which would
permt the processing of two pendi ng
annexation petitions for the sane
parcels. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER  Veronica
Connol |y, and the next speaker wl|
t hen be Debra Behri nger.

MS. VERONI CA CONNOLLY: Good
eveni ng. Thank you. Veronica
Connol ly, Village of Monroe resident.

I would |ike to ask how can
t he general public be assured that
this Village will follow the rules to
the letter of governnental | aw,
considering that this Village has
nuner ous SEQRA vi ol ati ons of record?

I'"d also li ke to know how is
it that nen who are supposed to | ead
fromboth the Village of Kiryas Joel

and the Town of Monroe call thensel ves
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| eaders when you incite fear, spread
hat e baiting, propaganda and cal
nyself and the rest of the residents
outside of this village anti-Semtics,
bi gots and hate nongering, quotes,
when we are concerned citizens who are
concerned about the rural | andscape,
clean water, traffic inplications of
this segnentation of the SEQRA and the
| and annexation. Al of these
concerns are legitimate, and the nen
that sit up here should be working for
t he peace and harnony, but | don't see
peace and harnony being spread forth
fromany of the | eaders fromthe Town
or the Village of Kiryas Joel.

I would ask that you do your
job as | eaders and | ead peopl e
together and not try to drift us
apart, because that's what you
gentl enen are doing, and it's a sad
day for the United States of Anerica

when you do that. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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MR. M LLER  Debra
Behri nger, and the next speaker after
Debra i s Chaya W eder.

M5. DEBRA BEHRI NGER Hel | o,
Debor ah Behringer, Village of Monroe,
New Yor k.

My famly has lived here for
40 years, and it's a wonderful town to
live in, Monroe. One of the reasons
my famly noved here was for the
beauti ful open | and and school s and
the rural character that we have in
Monroe. That's why | chose to raise
my four children here al so. But what
we did is we noved into existing
housing that was already in the
nei ghbor hood where | grew up. W
weren't waiting for soneone to build a
new house or to give us nore |land. W
f ound housing i n our nei ghborhood
where we grew up.

We know that traffic is
al ready a problemright now, and with

164 acres | can only assune it's going
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to be even worse.

I would also |like to know
how many hones are going to be built
on the 164 acres? And how many t ax
exenpt buildings will also be on this
| and?

W do want peace. W want
to be your neighbors. W want to have
a transparent governnent. There are
many good people here in this
buil ding, and it does nake us feel bad
when sonetines we are painted as
hat eful people. W are really not.
We just want to get along wth
ever yone.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER  Chaya W eder
and Andrew Law ence.

M5. CHAYA W EDER: Good
eveni ng. Thanks, everyone, for your
time tonight.

I'"mactually one of the
applicants of the 507-acre

application. And it's very painful to
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us that application has been put on
hol d si nce | ast Decenber, very
unfairly lingering at sone
bureaucratic office in Al bany. ' m
beggi ng everyone that has power to
pl ease et me and ny four children
live in the Kiryas Joel comunity.

I currently live on a very
unsafe street, no sidewal ks, no public
wat er, no sewer, no access to a park
for ny children. | pay a | ot of
taxes, and | get no services. Wy
shoul dn't ny kids be part of the
community where they | earn, where we
shop, where we pray, where our
fam lies have lived for many years.
want ny children to have to |live when
t hey get marri ed.

The area is busy with
bui |l di ng casinos. Wy is anyone
concerned about the inpact to casi nos?
They nore harnful to traffic, real
estate val ue and noreover crine

| evel s, again extending to Kiryas
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Joel . Ext endi ng Kiryas Joel
boundaries will only make our
properties the opposite of what
casi nos can do to them

It is ny hope that the DEC
wll rule about the | ead agency
shortly, and | hope that this scoping
meeti ng can cover and be applied for
its entire 507-acre application.

Thank you for your tine
agai n.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER  The next
speakers are Dan Castricone, John
Al l egro and Her man Wagschal .

MR.  ANDREW LAWRENCE: Good
eveni ng. My nane is Andrew Law ence;
| am president of Law ence d obal
Advi sors, located in the Enpire State
Bui |l ding and al so a property owner in
Monr oe.

| had witten a letter to

t he DEC requesting that the DEC be the

| ead agency here, the sane way as the
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| ead agency in Sterling Parks.

The segnentation issue here
is really severe. Wen you consi der
the fact that this is the discussion
that the Town of Monroe had | ast
Monday ni ght, and maybe sonme of you
folks were there to hear it, but they
t al ked about anot her devel opnent t hat
was going on in this area, that didn't
i nvol ve Harriman and the Vill age of
Monroe. All the other nunicipalities
in this area are going to be cut out
of this based on the fact Vill age of
KJ woul d be the | ead agency. DEC
itself should step up and take this
t hi ng over. | believe that the action
falls under the segnentation
di scussi on that was had before, and
t he devel opnent plans should al so
consi der Lake Ann and Ace Farns in
addition to the 350 acres that we have
al ready tal ked about. The DEC, as a
| ead agency, should be one of the

agenci es -- any agency under SEQRA
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that has -- that's an invol ved agency,
in other words an agency that can't
i ssue a permt, can be the | ead agency
here. So there's any nyriad of
di fferent agencies around the state
t hat can be invol ved.

I've witten two letters to
t he DEC regardi ng backup water supply
for the KJ pipeline. Every gal |l on
that KJ takes from the DEC wat er
system has to have a gallon for gallon
backup, as you probably know. | woul d
li ke to know where that gallon for
gal | on backup is going to be, based on
t he SEQRA process based on the
scopi ng. Wiere does it cone fronf

The last thing | want to say
that M. MIller said that scoping is
not required? |If you could, please
docunent that for us, because | really
think scoping is an integral part of
the SEQRA process, and it shouldn't be
belittled. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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MR MLLER Dan Castricone
and the speaker after that is John
Al | egro.

MR. DAN CASTRI CONE: Good
eveni ng. Dan Castri cone. I live in
t he town of Tuxedo.

I'"ma graduate of Pace
Uni versity School of Law environnent al
program and | can tell you wth near
certainty that the anal ysis that
you' ve heard fromthe attorney for
Uni ted Monroe and the attorney for
Town of Whodbury is spot on. I
believe if you go forward with this
seghent ed process, all that you wll
do i s waste taxpayer noney by
defending a | awsuit that eventually I
believe you wll lose. It makes no
sense to ne, based on what the
attorney M. Barshov said, to go
forward with partial and take a | ook
at the whole, | think we would be nmuch
better off to wait until the whole is

done, and then take a | ook at the
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partial as you nove forward.

As a town of Tuxedo resident
| see in your draft environnental
outline here no nention of the Ramapo
Ri ver at all. I have worked cl osely
with M. Mller's firmwhen | was on
the Town Board in the Town of Tuxedo.
Based on the effluent carrying ability
of the Ramapo Ri ver, when we worked on
t he Tuxedo Reserve Project, over and
over we were told that the Ranapo
Ri ver has basically reached the | evel
of effluent that it can carry. | f
Kiryas Joel is to eventually double in
size, | believe that we wll basically
kill the Ramapo River's ability to
sustain life. That river cannot
conti nuously be added to and added to
wth effluent and effl uent based on
one community's desire to conti nuously
expand. The resources are not here for
conti nuous expansion, and | believe a
t hor ough exam nati on of the

envi ronnental inpact study is going to
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show that. But alas, as | | ook at the
draft, there's no nention of the
Ramapo River in it.

The river al so provides
drinking water for mllions of people
i n New Jersey. It recharges all of
the aquifers that people drink fromin
Ramapo. | believe that these need to
be studied i ntensely and not given
short shrift. | don't want to see an
envi ronnent al i npact study with nine
par agr aphs of boil erplate, and then at
the end it says therefore there wll
be no environnental inpact. Wich
have a feeling |I've seen many tines
before in ny work, and | have a
feeling this is what we are going to
expect here.

Pl ease, take this seriously.
There is no rush. There is no fire.
Let the DEC finish its analysis on the
whol e 507 acres on who shoul d be the
| ead agency, and then go forward with

a thorough process. And only begin
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this process if indeed the environnent
we all cherish can handle this
expansi on. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR MLLER John Allegro
will be foll owed by Her nan Wagschal

MR, JOHN ALLEGRO John
Al | egro, Monroe, New YorKk. | am a
volunteer with the community acti vi st
organi zati on United Monroe.

W are very concerned about
t hi s annexati on. M. Mller, |
appreciate that you say that we need
not go over a history |lesson here, but
| think we do need to understand sone
of the history of this nation as we
stand here today, and that is we are a
nati on of laws, not of nen. W are a
nati on of |aws, not of npbney and
political sway. W are a nation of
| aws, not one that favors or
di scri m nates agai nst any religion.

M. Barshov said tonight

that this Environnental | npact
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Statenent that's going to result from
this process here nust wi thstand | egal
scrutiny. | don't know how it can.

We have one attorney on the side of
the petitioners who says that we are
proceeding | awfully, and we have four
or five others who just spoke before
us claimng that -- telling us that we
are involved wth segnentation here.
Soy can't speak in terns of this being
a 164-acre annexation; as we have all
heard before, this is a segnent of the
507- acre annexation. Segmenti ng
annexati on or segnmenting environnent al
inpact is illegal. And we'll fight
for the law, and we w il fight for
what is right.

Now Kiryas Joel and its
affiliated devel opers, buil ders and
contractors have proven to us over
time -- now, |I've lived here 16 years
and |'ve seen this happen tinme and
time again -- you are poor stewards of

t he envi ronnent.
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Now KJ wants to annex 507
acres, 300 or nore of which are
undevel oped, for the purpose of urban
devel opnent. Your practice of
vi ol ati ng DEC and EPA regul ati ons are
illegal, and we will fight for what is
right, and we wll fight for the | aw

The New York State courts
have determ ned that annexation for
t he purpose of obtaining nore
favorable zoning is illegal. Your
interested parties own a najority of
the 507 acres already. Build on it,
| egal ly, please.

According to the Town of
Monr oe Conpr ehensi ve Pl an, which was
adopted in 2008, we wll fight for
that, we will fight for the |law, we
will fight for what is right.

Finally, the establishnment
clause of the United States
Constitution forbids any gover nnent
fromallocating political power on

religious criterion. You know this
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annexation is illegal. Your own
proxies use religion as a weapon to
beat legitimate opposition into

subm ssion. W are not afraid of
that. W will fight for the law. W
will fight for what is right. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

MR MLLER The next
speaker is Hernman Wagschal, foll owed
by Ben Friedman and Abe Ml |l er.

MR HERVAN WAGSCHAL: M
nanme i s Herman Wagschal, and | |ive
off of Seven Springs Road in Monroe.
| lived all ny life, until about 18
years ago when | noved up here,
lived i n Rockl and County. I grew up
her e. I've seen these neetings. ' ve
seen these things over and over again.
| lived in a place where el even
vill ages were created because of
people that were trying to corner in
and prevent certain people from

expandi ng, fromusing the laws of this
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|l and, that this land was -- this
country was created on. And private
corner themw th an invisible barbed
Wre. Don't spread. Don't grow.
Stay where you are. This i s agai nst
the Constitution here.

W have a right. W have a
right to live the way we want to |live.
W -- all the people in the annexati on
petition are people that are hundred
percent. W wll not have a 50
percent, 51 percent vote for the
annexation. W wll have a 100
percent vote for the annexation. And
it wll be a |legal vote.

And | beg you not to waste
nmoney. These studies are very
expensive and to duplicate the sane
process over and over again. You're
doing now legally this study. Pl ease,
i ncl ude us, the people that -- the
petitioners of the 507 acres in the
sane study, so when it cones to the

point, and I"'msure it wll cone,
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because New York State never, ever in
the history have granted | ead agency

other than the receiving party. And

it wll be again the sane thing. I am
sure the state will not discrimnate
agai nst us, and they wll grant it

that the people that should have it.
And you can use the sane sources and
study at that tinme when it wll be
legal to use it for the 507 acres.

W have also a right, we pay
sewer taxes. W are in a sewer tax
district but we don't have the sewer
because there's nobody there to bring
it up to us. Please consider not to

wast e noney and do what is right.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER Bef ore t he next
speaker cones to the podium | just

invite you again to keep your comments
focused on the scoping outline
tonight. This is not a public hearing

about good/bad, right/wong for
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annexation. This is about the
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent.
Really, let's have a scoping neeting
that i s about the EIS. Pl ease keep
your coments to the scoping outline

and what you think should be in this

Envi ronnental | npact Statenment. Thank

you.

Ben Freidman i s the next
speaker.

MR. BEN FRI EDVAN: Good
eveni ng. My nane is Ben Freidman
fromKiryas Joel.

To the KJ | eaders, what |

woul d |i ke you to know, you are

enbarrassing us in front of the whole

worl d. You are causing gentiles to
hate us, and you are creating a very
big chillul Hashem Shane on you.
Shame on you.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER Next speaker
Abe Muller foll owed by M chael
Morcillo. Abe Miller.
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MR. ABE MULLER: Good
eveni ng. Thank you very nuch, Vill age
| eaders, Mayor W eder, Town Supervi sor
Monr oe, event organi zers and
attendance fromreligious Kiryas Joel
and the surroundi ng towns.

As a long tine resident of
Kiryas Joel, | never had a better
chance to publicly express ny
gratitude for the quality of life in
the Village and to convey sone
i nportant facts surrounding the event
of annexati on.

23 years ago | nmarried into
afamly of along tine Kiryas Joe
resident. At that tinme Monroe and the
surroundi ng towns and vill ages were
hush i n commerce and economni c
devel opnent s. Driving around the
streets and the town and this area you
have seen the run-down shoppi ng
centers, all unoccupi ed houses and
many ot her many under resource

devel opnents were a conmobn scene. Not
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too long after that the Vill age of
Kiryas Joel becane to expand, and they
are can expanding in record nunbers.

O course, back then sone residents of
this area were worried that they wl|

| ose out.

Fast forward 23 years, | ocal
econonm cs are boom ng. The property
val ues skyrocketed. And you
constantly see nore shopping outlets
and busi ness centers popping up in
every corner. It is very clear that
t he expansion of Kiryas Joel creates
hundreds of jobs and benefits | ocal
residents trenendously, ironically
peopl e from out si de KJ.

And third, our property
val ues, | know many peopl e that own
properties in areas in the past that
were | ater annexed to Kiryas Joel. As
one of ny good friends an old resident
of Monroe expressed, what's the point
of these people fighting annexati on

while ny father and I, a long-tine
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resident, becane rich in the |last 35
years just because of KJ. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
MR. M LLER M chael

Morcillo, followed by Emly Convers.

MR. M CHAEL MORCI LLO.  Thank

you. M chael Morcill o, resident of
Monroe | ast 26 years.

I have one qui ck question
VWhat prevents Kiryas Joel, all the
| andowners from buil ding on the
property either 164 or the 507 acres
w t hout annexi ng? Wiy must it be
annexed? | ask for all citizens of
Monroe. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER Em |y Convers.
| ve got one ot her speaker on the
list. |If anybody still wi shes to
speak, please add your nane to the
sign-up sheet right now.

MS. EM LY CONVERS: Enily
Convers, and | live in the Vill age of

Monr oe.
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I received a surprising text
message from Adm ni strator Szegedin a
f ew nont hs ago. | wasn't surprised
t hat he had ny nunber. | freely
publish my nunber in hopes that people
find ne accessi ble and transparent. In
this text nmessage he asked for ny
emai | address. | responded to the
text, giving ny enail address.

Shortly thereafter | received an enail
from M. Szegedi n suggesting that
Kiryas Joel, in exchange for all of
the land north of Route 17, would
pursue separating into its own
municipality, a newcity or town to be
called North Monroe. M. Szegedin
urgently asked for ny agreenent of
this plan.

Thi s nessage was troubling
on a few |l evels. One, everything
north of 17 is nore than the 507 acres
which were in the first annexation
petition. And two, there can be no

guar ant ee of separation since the
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creation of the new city or town
requires two-thirds | egislative
approval and a referendum or vote
involving all of the citizens of
Ki ryas Joel .

The contact nmade by M.
Szegedin was imedi ately foll ow ng an
attenpt by the town board of Monroe to
pass a resolution to hand over | ead
agency to give approval of the
507- acre annexation in exchange for
the Village of KJ pursuing a
separati on. Monroe town board nenbers
call this a w n-w n.

My response to M. Szegedin
was essentially this: Stop accusing
t he concerned citizens of Mnroe of
anti-Semtism wthdraw the petition
to annex 507 acres, and then we can
cone to the table and have a
conver sati on. Because ri ght now
you' re expecting us to bow down and
civilly discuss this matter with a gun

pointed to our heads. This is not how
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good nei ghbors behave.

It's not your faith, your
cul ture, your dress, your custons
which we take issue with, but your
behavi or. | await your apol ogy for
souring your citizens with hateful
propaganda towards us, your nei ghbors.
| wll speak to you as | would ny
child when he acts selfishly: Think
of others, be kind, follow the rul es,
wor k hard and be a good person. All
see you doing is working hard at
t aki ng, and no good can cone of that.

I n consideration of the
af orenenti oned circunstances, it's ny
belief that we should not even be here
toni ght discussing this natter.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER Next speaker is
Joel Petlin, followed by Laura
Rai nof f .

MR JOEL PETLI N: Good
eveni ng. My nane is Joel Petlin. I''m

t he school superintendent of the
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Ki ryas Joel School District.

I want to thank the Vill age
Board for arranging this neeting
t oday.

In nmy review of the draft
scopi ng docunent | noted on page siXx
t hat schools are covered for both a
review of the existing situation and
the potential i1npact of the
annexation. The school District is
already listed as an interested
agency, and | appreciate that, al ong
w th Monroe-Wodbury School District.

I woul d be pleased to assi st
in the devel opnent of the DCEIS as it
rel ates to educational progranms. The
services we provide to students, data
to fiscal information and ot her
informati on you mght require fromthe
Ki ryas Joel School District.

Speakers in the past at
Monr oe Town Board neetings have
expressed a nunber of fears regarding

t he annexati on and t he i npact
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specifically to students in the

Monr oe- Wodbury School District. Some
of those fears actually relate to ny
honme district, the East Ramapo School
District in Rockland County. Speakers
at those neeti ngs have had these
concerns, because there is obviously
the potential in any area for a

denogr aphi ¢ change, which woul d then
affect the conposition of the board,
and then an econom c change whi ch
woul d then affect prograns and
services that are provided to the
students of that district.

In response to that | spoke
to the Monroe-Wodbury Annexati on
Committee in April, and | expl ai ned
the issues, both the tax and expense
setoffs and the services that are
generally provided by our school
district to the popul ati on that we
serve in special education and
transportati on. | al so poi nted out

that there is a nechani sm under state

Schmieder & Meister Inc. (845) 452-1988

57



© o0 N oo o A~ w NP

NNNNN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N B O

Scoping Session - Village of Kiryas Joel Annexation

| aw for a boundary alteration to exi st
for one school district to obtain |Iand
from anot her school district.

To that end ny Board of
Educati on has passed a resolution on
May 13, 2014 that in the conmunity
interests and to avoid situations
simlar to East Ramapo, the Kiryas
Joel School District would be able to
t ake over the property and nmake it
part of the Kiryas Joel Schoo
District if it were to happen al ong
the way that the annexation were to be
approved and t he Monroe- Wodbury
School District would be in
concurrence. Under Section 1507
Educati on Law we woul d be entitled to
t hen nove those boundaries to avoid
any unconfortable situation that m ght
exist, and | think it would conti nue
t he 25-year history of cooperation
that the Kiryas Joel School D strict
has had with the Monroe-Wodbury

School District.
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I have brought with ne
copi es of the process for schoo
district alteration and a copy of the
resol ution that was passed by ny
board. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER Laura Rai noff,
to be foll owed by Ward Brower.

M5. LAURA RAI NOFF: My nane
IS Laura Rai noff.

I'"'ma resident of the Town
of Tuxedo in a nei ghborhood that's
part of the Monroe-Wodbury Centra
School District. | speak specifically
about an issue | would |ike included
and that | do not see on the draft
statenent, the draft outline. | join
in the protest that this is a
segnent ati on sessi on. | don't approve
of it. I don't think it's | egal, but
| amforced to use whatever
opportunity we have to say this.

Not based on fear but based

on facts, | would request that the
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i ssues faced by the East Ramapo School
District be explicitly included in the
consideration of inpacts on the school
district listed under B(2)(c), not

j ust consi der Monroe-Wodbury School
District and Kiryas Joel School
District, but the history and the
facts that we have right down the
street and what those effects wll
have on Monr oe- Wwodbury public school
district and public school students.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER  Joel Liebernan,
foll owed by Israel Ekstein and Jeff
Manson.

MR JOEL LI EBERNVAN: Good
evening. M nane is Joel Lieberman;
l'ma resident of KJ and Town of
Monroe. As a resident who noved there
a fewyears ago I1'd |li ke to have the
Village and Town of Monroe to pl ease
think of our famlies and annex for

the future of our children sone
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property so we should be able to have
our children live close by and the
other famlies that we have close to
us. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR M LLER | srael Ekstein,
to be followed by Jeff Manson. And
ri ght now Jeff Manson is the | ast
speaker on the sign-up sheets.

MR. | SRAEL EKSTEI N: Good

eveni ng. My nane is |srael Ekstein.

I live on Seven Springs Road

in Monroe, New York in the town. I
live here for close to 40 years,
raised all nmy children here and used
the services of Kiryas Joel village.

| have to wal k to the synagogue. I
married ny children here in this

pl ace. I work there every Saturday,
three tinmes a Saturday. To get a
light just for the streets it took ne
20 years. It's al ways dark, so there
i's no sidewal ks. I would wi sh that

Ki ryas Joel would annex our property
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so we wll have nornmal sidewal ks,
normal |ightings and normal services
that nmy children can wal k and cone to
the school. And sane tine we don't
have water. W have to do our wells,
which has a | ot of problens as you
know. The sane with septic system
We are paying a bond for | think
around 30 years already to get sewer
in our area. And in nost United
States there is no area that so

popul ated has no sewer as here. And
therefore, | would be very glad and I
woul d ask if it's possible to join KJ
i n annexation. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER  The | ast
speaker on the sign-up sheet, Jeff
Manson.

I f anybody el se wi shes to
speak, please sign up in the back.
Thank you.

MR, JEFF NMANSON: Good

eveni ng, gentl enen. My nanme is Jeff
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Manson. I"'ma life-1ong resident of
Monr oe.

At a recent Town board
meeting a couple of neetings ago the
town board had voted to allowthe
Village of KJ to be the | ead agency.
And at that neeting Council man McQuade
asked M. Martin to share wth us sone
facts about the annexation, the 164
acres, so that we understood it
better. M. Martin shared with us an
interesting fact, and he expl ai ned a
little bit nore about it after the
meeting for ne, and | truly appreciate
t hat .

Now t he 164 acres are part
of the land that the Town of Monroe is
requi red to have as high-density
zoning. Well, if the land is annexed
by your Village, then the question
becones we nust continue to have
hi gh-density zoning in the Town of
Monroe if that is no | onger part of

t he Town of Monroe, so then where w ||
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that high density be? And | chall enge
and | ask you gentlenen to work with
the town board and finally answer that
questi on.

"' ma banker by trade, but
my avocation is historian. And | | ook
at that map and what that map is
telling ne, the tool of ny trade, it's
not 164 acres at issue, not 507 acres.
But as | | ook at the map you see the
bulge in 17 there at the end of town
on this side, | live right over there,
and there's that whole strip of |and
between the Village of KJ and the
Vill age of Monroe and the Vill age of
Harriman. And the natural expansion
boundary that | believe for the town
of KJ and what you will be petitioning
with in the future is all of that |and
right up to the borders of Monroe and
Har r i man.

You have to, as you've said,
pay attention to the petitions you' ve

been given. David Church, who is
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Orange County Pl anni ng Conm ssi oner,
probably the biggest expert on
planning in this room has said you
need to as part of this process

consi der the worst-case scenario. The
alternatives to what's not just been
proposed to you so far but what nay be
proposed to you in the future. W
need you to take that into

consi deration. Because should that
happen, 164 acres, 507, what | have

j ust suggested to you, that is a huge
i npact on our town. Qur town, our
town, our town. W just want to be
nei ghbors. Pl ease be our nei ghbors.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER Next speaker is
Derek Defreitas, foll owed by Jason
Gabari .

MR. DEREK DEFREI TAS: My
nane i s Derek Defreitas. I'ma
resident of the Town of Monroe for the
| ast 22 years.

This is incredible. For
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over a year and a half we have been

t al ki ng about annexati on when we were
able -- which wasn't that often at our
t own board neeti ngs. Here we are
today, after 18 nonths of frustration,

and they are able to discuss

annexation inside Kiryas Joel. It's
amazing. And it's real. | can't
believe it. And yet aren't we

harm ess? Wiy hasn't this been able
to happen before?

R ght now there is a scoping
session as its called, but really it's
a way for us to cross the water, and
it's all a result of the fact that
t here has been segnentati on and that
this segnentati on was approved by our
own town representatives, very
qui ckly, with a very brief agenda, by
surprise. And yet we are here before
you saying to you that we want to be
good nei ghbors, and we're wonderi ng
why we can not neet with you so often

Why can't you have vill age neeti ngs
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that we can be present at, and not
j ust one special session where we are
supposed to digest everything in this
scopi ng session. W need to neet. W
need to communicate. W need to
becone the nei ghbors that we are
geogr aphi cal | y.

W need to share our spirits
wth each other, because you are here

to stay. And we want you to be our

nei ghbors. I|"'m not afraid of you.

But | can never neet you. | can try.

| can neet you one at a tine if | walk
into the streets of Kiryas Joel. But

| can't call you; you won't answer. I
can't find things out. I don't know
if your own residents can neet with
you. \Wet her you have routine village
meetings with them But a | ack of
communi cation is a certain way to
create di strust and m sunder st andi ng
and a | ack of progress.

W& have to continue to neet.

There's not nmuch nore to it than that.
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Because when we neet we realize that
both sides agree on a |l ot of things
and that we need to fine tune others.
W want what's best for everyone in
our community, for everyone's
chi | dren. So let's think about this.
W have a scopi ng session
right now, and | really see this as a
partial attenpt to solve a problem
You want 507 acres, and we are here
for 164. W are here to try to create
a renedy for only part of the body
when t he whol e body needs hel p.
Pl ease, hold nore sessions and all ow
nore people in and show all of us that
you really want us to be a part of
your conmmunity and that you don't want
to create a huge, huge separate entity
that all of us will be fearing of. | f
you're not afraid of us, showit. |
you want to be our nei ghbors, showit.
I f you care about our community, show
it. Let us in. W are not here

because we hate you. W are here
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because we care. So give us all a
chance, and let's nove forward on the
right track. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. M LLER Jason Gabari
foll owed by Steven Pava.

MR, JASON GABARI : How r e

you doi ng. My nane is Jason, and | am

an RN. I'"ma nurse. | take care of
peopl e every day of ny life. I take
care of anybody. | take care of

anybody here. Anybody. And |I'm not
raci st. "' m not sexist. | don't care
what you believe in. | don't care who
you pray to.

I"'mgoing to try to honor
the idea of a scoping thing here, and
" mgoing to bring ny concerns. My
concern i s about unstainabl e growth,
one. How can we have popul ati ons grow
like this? | nmean |ook at world and
what's going on globally, and | ook at
what we are going to do if we just

keep expandi ng. I f we keep expandi ng
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like this it is not healthy for
anybody here to grow like this. For
you guys, for us.

The ot her concern is howis
it healthy? | don't nean it |ike
that -- please, you're judging --

MR MLLER Wuld you
pl ease address your comments to the
front, please. M. Gabari, address
your coments this way.

MR. GABARI : "' msorry. W
should all be united. And that's not
good.

My ot her concern is just
that, on the environnmental inpact, how
can we be separated here? W -- |if
you keep growing |li ke this and asking
for nore | and on one side and taking
it, it's only going to create a
further divide. That divide is part
of an environnental inpact, |like a
cul tural change of comunity. It may
not be heal t hy.

And | heard sone peopl e over
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here today tal king about how t hey
bought | and and they don't have any
services and they live in a community.
| live next to a factory, and recently
they were trying to change the zoning
of the factory. Wen | went and
conplained I got told, well, you
brought the property as it is, you
should live with it like that. |
don't want to be cold, but when you
buy a property that has certain | aws,
t hat shoul d be what the property is.
Right? 1 mean | don't know

| really fear that the
communities are going to continue to
divide. And if you continue to do
this it's going to get worse, and |
don't think that wll be good for
envi ronnent al i npact. It's really al
| have to say. It's very shameful.
| " mvery saddened by it.

(Appl ause.)

MR MLLER  Steven Pava.

MR. STEVEN PAVA: H, ny
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nane i s Steve Pava actually.

I just wanted to say that
I"'mglad | got to be here. " m gl ad
to hear sone of the comments, nost of
t he comments. | think I speak for
nyself as a Village of Monroe, Town of
Monr oe resi dent. In ny practice |
take care of nany famlies in your
village, and I'mvery proud to, and we
treat each other wth respect. l"'ma
chiropractor, so | enjoy taking care
of anybody fromthe Vill age and
anybody fromthe town. W kind of
wor k t oget her. | think the people --
we get along with sone of the people.
| mean nost, we get al ong. But the
governnent of KJ really needs to just
be forthcom ng as far as open neeting
|l aws, FO L requests, things |like that.
"' m not even part of that. But | know
sone of the people in our town try to,
you know, work and conmunicate with
you, and we don't get that

i nformati on. So in the future, as the
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scopi ng goes on, as future things cone
on, you know, | respect your famli es,
pl ease respect our famli es.

I have two children that are
going to college. ©One is in coll ege,
one is going to be in college. I
woul d |i ke know that they can cone
back to Monroe and |live here and have
their children in our town. I want
themto be able to cone back. I want
themto be confortable com ng back to
the town they know, they grew up in.
If we could work together, | think we
could work together and |ive together,
but I just wish we could work together
t oo. That's all. Thank you.

MR M LLER VWArd Brower.

MR, WARD BROVER: \Ward
Brower, private citizen fromthe Town
of Monr oe.

| agree with the
segnentation. There is a problem
That's been spoken half dozen tines at

| east. That's one of the points.
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Anot her point, one of ny
concerns is the URM urban
multi-famly residential zoning, 164
acres of that, which the Town of
Monroe wll be losing and will have to
repl ace. Now, Monroe's quirky zoning
| aws, that's roughly URM s, four
houses to the acre. Mul tiply it tinmes
an accessory apartnent, that's eight
houses to the acre. Multiply it by a
quirky little law that if you have a
single-fam |y house you can convert it
into four, that's 32 hones in an acre.

Sonme peopl e who have ten
kids to a famly, that's 320 people to
an acre. I want you to know that's a
maj or i npact that will take place if
Monroe has to rezone and convert
commercial property to URM So at the
very | east, Larkin Drive |ooks like
the big target area that is going to
i npact the taxpayers. Monroe tax base
is sort of scary. W only have five

percent commercial property, and we
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are going to |l ose a good chunk of that
five percent with high-density
residential, which wll kill rivers,
kill tax budgets, kill air. This is a
maj or inpact, and it needs to be

addressed. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MR. M LLER " ve got no
nore speakers on the list. So if

anybody el se wi shes to speak, [|'1]
give you two mnutes to sign up
O herwise we will be accepting witten
comments until Septenber 30th. You
can nail those comments to TimMIIer,
10 North Street, Cold Spring, New
York, or email to
tim@inmml | erassoci ates. com

I would lIike to thank
everyone for com ng out tonight.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the public

scopi ng sessi on concl uded at 8: 22

p.m)
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